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Career Outlook Analysis
Research two careers before you decide
	Name
	________________________
	Class
	________________________

	Date
	________________________
	Careers
	________________ / ________________



	RESEARCH RULE



	Use a reliable occupational source such as the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Outlook 



	Handbook or another instructor-approved source. Record the source and date accessed. Median pay is 



	not a promise of what you personally will earn.


Part 1 — Before You Research
Rank these factors 1–6 based on how important they are to you: pay ___  education time ___  employment 
outlook ___  work setting ___  schedule ___  personal interest ___
Why did you rank your #1 factor first?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Part 2 — Career Comparison
	Research field
	Career A
	Career B

	Exact occupation title
	
	

	Typical entry education
	
	

	Median pay (year/source)
	
	

	Projected employment change (period)
	
	

	Common work setting
	
	

	Typical schedule
	
	

	Three important skills
	
	

	One advancement pathway
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	One challenge/drawback
	
	


Source Record 
Career A source / date accessed: 
________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________ Career B source / date accessed: 
________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________
Part 3 — Interpret the Evidence 
Which career has the stronger stated employment outlook?
________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________ Which requires more education or training?
________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________ Which appears to fit your preferred work setting or schedule?
________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________ Which skills overlap?
________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________ What does the source NOT tell you that still matters?
________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________
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Write 120–150 words recommending which career you would investigate more deeply. Use at least FOUR factors, including one labor-market factor and one personal-fit factor.
________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________
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